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New Grant Funds Help New Orleans-Area Health Care

Providers Grow, Improve Services
Primary Care Access & Stabilization Grant program awards supplemental funds

New Orleans — Thanks to ongoing funding from the Primary Care Access and Stabilization Grant (PCASG)
program, people in the Greater New Otleans area will soon have more convenient, local access to primary health
care, mental health treatment and counseling, HIV/AIDS treatment and counseling and other health services.

For instance, these grant funds will allow Mercy Family Center — a multidisciplinary outpatient mental health
clinic for children, adolescents and their families — to open a new facility in Algiers in February. This will provide
improved access to mental health counseling and treatment to young people on New Otleans’ West Bank.

Meanwhile, the grant program has enabled the NO/AIDS Task Force, the oldest HIV/AIDS setvice
organization in the Gulf South, to expand its primary care clinic operations to a full five days a week, while also
enlarging its facilities, improving its equipment and hiring new caregivers.

“We were a very small clinic, but now we’re growing up,” said NO/AIDS Task Force Executive Director Noel
Twilbeck. “The PCASG awards have allowed us to expand our capacity to serve those with HIV in the Greater
New Orleans area, while also providing us the flexibility to improve the quality of the clinical services we offer.”

Through the grant, a second round of funding totaling $13,049,807 was recently awarded to 25 health care
provider organizations in the New Orleans area. This supplemental round of funding follows an initial round of
awards dispersed last September totaling $16,721,920.

*A full list of the clinics that have recezved grant funding begins on page 2 of the attachment.*

The three-year, $100 million Primary Care Access and Stabilization Grant is designed to meet the increasing
demand for health care services in the four-parish greater New Otleans area, while decreasing the reliance on
emergency room usage for primary care services. The grant was awarded to the Louisiana Department of Health
and Hospitals (DHH) by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services last year. The Louisiana Public
Health Institute is administering the grant as the local partner of DHH.

Funds have been awarded to provider organizations in order to assist with stabilization, restoration and
expansion of outpatient primary care services. Public and private non-profit organizations serving Otleans,
Jetferson, St. Bernard or Plaquemines parishes were eligible for funding through the grant, including primary
medical, mental health and substance abuse treatment providers.
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In order to quality for funding, public and private not-for-profit organizations were required to show that they
had been providing eligible primary and/or behavioral health care services for at least 20 hours per week since
June 18, 2007 to people regardless of their ability to pay.

Beyond its role as steward and distributor of grant dollars, the Louisiana Public Health Institute is charged with
providing technical assistance to the grant recipients to link them with the tools they need to succeed. Some
recipients have found that the process of applying and reporting for the grant has actually helped them improve
the efficiency of their operations and, consequently, the quality of the services they offer.

“Reporting for the grant forces a clinic like ours to take a look at the people we serve and where they come
from,” explained Stephen Engro, director of development for Mercy Family Center. “For instance, we found
roughly a quarter of our patients were over the age of 18. Many had started receiving services during adolescence
and simply continued to receive their treatment into adulthood. We have now taken this into account for our
planning process and are looking into how we can assist these patients as they transition into other services.”

Data gathered since the primary care grant program began shows clinics that received funding provided medical
ot behavioral health care to approximately 24,000 patients during the six month period between March and
September 2007. An additional 20,000 low-income patients on Medicaid received care at one or more of these
clinics during the same period. Overall, more than 70,000 area residents received medical or behavioral health
care at a grant-funded clinic during the period.

To find out whete primary care clinics are located throughout the region, visit http://gnocdc.org and look under
the “Community Resources” heading for “Clinics,” or simply download a map and list directly at
http://gnocdc.org/maps/otleans clinics.pdf.

PCASG-Funded Health Care Service Providers Total Funding
(to date)

Community-Based Primary Medical Care Provider Organizations

Common Ground Health Clinic $685.771.75
Medical Center of Louisiana at New Orleans (MCLNO) $1,962,232.00
NO/AIDS Task Force $445,140.94
Children's Hospital Medical Practice Corp $1,339,503.00
Daughters of Charity Services of New Orleans $1,962,232.00
St. Thomas Community Health Center $1,807,881.00
Lower 9th Ward Health Clinic $478,889.13
New Orleans Musicians' Assistance Foundation $518,177.09
Tulane University Adult and Pediatric Clinics at Covenant House $1,962,232.00
EXCELth, Inc. $1,053,937.04
Jefferson Community Health Care Centers, Inc. $1,962,232.00
Odyssey House Louisiana, Inc. $731,218.70
St. Charles Community Health Center - Kenner $779,660.57
St. Bernard Health Center, Inc $1,747,901.00
Plaguemines Medical Center $603,053.30
LSU Health Sciences Center New Orleans (School Based Health Centers) $411,788.41
City of New Orleans Health Department $4,340,275.00

Leading Edge Services International, Inc. / Family Health Center $443,544.16


http://gnocdc.org/
http://gnocdc.org/maps/orleans_clinics.pdf

Community-Based Behavioral Health Services Provider Organizations

Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority $1,883,228.00
Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans $325,847.56
Mercy Family Center $749,300.33
Covenant House $351,798.69
LSU Healthcare Network Behavioral Science Center $822,707.00
New Orleans Adolescent Hospital and Community Services $711,723.22
Metropolitan Human Services District $1,691,453.00
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Since 1997 the Louisiana Public Health Institute (LPHI), has worked to promote and improve the health and quality of life in
Louisiana through public-private partnering at the community, parish and state levels and provide information for decision
making and policy development. Current activities employ a community-based systems approach to improving access to care,
environmental tobacco policy change, health promotion and disease prevention, and enhancing the capacity of communities to
address critical and chronic health issues. LPHI is a member of the National Network of Public Health Institutes and is the
administrative home of their national office. For more information visit www.lphi.org
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