July ___, 2010

Cindy Mann 

Director, Center for Medicaid and State Operations 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

Department of Health and Human Services 

7500 Security Blvd. 

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850 

Dear Director Mann, 
This letter is written in support of the Primary Care Access and Stabilization Grant (PCASG) community health program and the State of Louisiana’s efforts to move forward in developing a Section 1115 Waiver to continue funding for this important resource for our community. We request that you continue to work with the State of Louisiana and their community partners in negotiating a final waiver that will provide for the continuation and long-term sustainability of this program that has created a successful model of community based care in the Greater New Orleans area. 

As you are aware, in May 2007, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) awarded $100 million to the State of Louisiana through the 3-year PCASG program to stabilize, expand, and improve the newly developing community-based primary and mental health care infrastructure in recovering Greater New Orleans area.  Supported largely by PCASG funds, over 25 organizations are operating more than 90 clinics in the PCASG program. Since the program’s inception, over 295,000 individuals, nearly half of whom are uninsured, have been served by more than one million visits to these clinics. 

Importantly, the clinics funded by the PCASG are marked by quality with 36 health sites having achieved recognition by the NCAQ as Patient-Centered Medical Homes, representing the largest concentration of such recognized high quality primary care in a US city. Collectively, these clinics and this program have created a nationally recognized model of the medical home care worth replicating across the country. 

This is particularly important because medical home model is associated with reduced racial disparities.  Without federal action, this program will end in September 2010, and patients’ access to primary care services in the region will be jeopardized. 

The primary care infrastructure that has been created by the PCASG program has been a bright spot in our recovery and has proven to be a more patient-centered, efficient, and effective way of delivering care than the delivery system we had before Katrina. We support this program and are committed to achieving its long-term sustainability. It is an important bridge to and model for health reform. 

__________ recognizes and appreciates how supportive the federal government has been in helping us to achieve our goal of building a better, more equitable New Orleans. This includes better access to better quality care – particularly for the most vulnerable.  The PCASG medical home infrastructure is a critical part of that vision.  We thank you for your prompt attention and for your continued support of this innovative primary care infrastructure in the Greater New Orleans.  

Respectfully,

